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B Frankly, Framnie (A] Stern)
Frannie is still in elementary school,
but she’s ready for a real job. During a
field trip to the local radio
station, she might get

her chance. The radio
host is missing—in the
middle of his show!

She’s determined to fill in, with hilari-
ous results. Book one in the Frankly,
Frannie series.

B The Great Gran Plan

(Elli Woollard)

What dlo you get when you cross the
Three Little Pigs with Little Red Rid-
ing Hood? A picture book adventure
where the big bad wolf is plotting to
eat Granny, and a pig is on a mis-
sion to rescue her! (Also available
in Spanish.)

@ Bring Me Some Apples and I'll
Make You a Pie: A Story About Edna
Lewis (Robbin Gourley)
Edna was raised on a Virginia farm
where she learned to cook with foods
?D her family grew, includ-
ing apples. This true
story tells how she
grew up to become an
award-winning chef who was known
for using fanm-fresh ingredients.

8l The Truth About Bears: Seriously
Funny Facts About Your Favorite
Animals (Maxwell Eaton 111}

A trio of bear narrators—polar, brown,
and black—add humor to this nonfic-
tion book. Your child will discover
where bears live, how big they are, and
what their tracks look
like. Includes cartoon
illustrations and
easy-to-read text,
maps, and diagrams.
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Writing about me

“Personal narrative” is just a
fancy term for a true story about
the person your child knows
best—herself! She’s learning
to write that kind of story in
school, and you can help her
at home with these activities.

Outstanding openings

A strong opening makes
readers want to keep reading,
Ask your youngster to name
something your family did
recently (say, visited a museum).
Then, each of you can write two
opening sentences for a story about
it. Write one that doesn't give much
information (“We went to a museum”)
and one that’s more inviting ("My
favorite museum has a giant elephant
statue”). Trade papers, and tell which
sentence you each like better and why.

Details

Vivid details paint pictures for readers.
You and your child could each secretly
think of a topic and write three sentences

that give details about it. If your youngster

picks music class, details might include

A celebration of reading

“The piano has smooth black and white
keys,” “We shake shiny bells while we
sing,” and “Sometimes we dance to
music.” Read your sentences aloud, and
try to guess each others topic.

Excellent endings

It's common for new writers to wrap
up a story with “Then we went home” or
“Then we went to bed.” Work together to
write a more creative final sentence for a
story about your day. {“The March wind
howled outside, and we fell asleep hoping
to dream about spring.”)¥

languages in our country. Here'’s how:

them in conversations. ¥

March 2 is Read Across America Day.
Celebrate with your youngster by using
books to learn about different places and

@ Look for a library book set in a different
part of the country Depending on where you
live, your child could read about a youngster growing up
in a seaside town, a mountain village, or a big city. As you read together, encourage
him to compare his life to the characters—how are they similar and different?

@ Many languages are spoken in America! Ask a librarian to help you find a
book with words in two languages, including the one your family speaks at
home. You and your child could iearn a few words in the other language and use
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Use your knowledge bank

Your youngster’s brain holds a key
to better reading comprehension—
his “bank” of knowledge. Try these
strategies that will help him use

what he already knows to under- A0

stand new information.

Before. Unlock your child’s knowl-
edge by doing a book preview
together. Look at the pictures, and
ask him what they make him think
of. He might say a photo of a bull-
dozer reminds him of a construction

Write a

nonfiction
book

My son Samuel loves nonfiction
books. He especially seems to enjoy the
diagrams and other graphics. One day,
after we'd read a book about sea animals,
I noticed him drawing and labeling a dia-
gram of our house. I asked what he was
doing, and he explained that he was
writing his own nonfiction book about
our pets.

Samuel’s diagram showed our cat
lounging in a sunny window and our
cockatiel on her perch. Next, he wrote
a page comparing cats and birds. It was
adorable—he wrote that you can snug
gle with a cat, but a bird can ride on
your shoulder.

He stapled the pages together and drew
a book cover. Next, Samuel is going to
write a nonfiction book about soccer. ¥
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site in your netghborhood. Then yon
could ask what other construction

vehicles he thinks the book might
} mention.

During. Keep your youngster on the
lookout for familiar and unfamiliar
information while you read to him.
o [0.20 D Y He could write “1 knew that!” to stick

L on a page that mentions a bulldozer
scooping dirt and “Cool new fact!” to
put on a page that explains what a
forklift does.

After. Go back to the pages your child
marked, and let him tell you what he
learned. Did he find a new fact about
something that was familiar? He might say he discovered that
some bulldozers have wheels instead of tracks.¥
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Reading to siblings

@ My daughters, ages 4 and 6, gkl
have very different interests. Do you have any ¢
tips for picking books to read aloud that they’ll 4
both enjoy? é},} 7 ¢
0 Here’s an idea: Ask each child to choose 2 ¢
a library book she thinks the other would

like. Your little one might pick a story about
origami for her big sister, and your older
daughter may choose a story about rock coi-
lecting for your younger one. They'll learn kindness, and they'll be more inclined to
listen to stories they picked out.

Then, when you choose books, keep in mind that your older child may enjoy a
story that's too young for her if it’s on a favorite topic. And your little one will
find it easier to pay attention to a harder book that matches her interests. Finally,
broaden their interests by selecting books on topics unfamiliar to both children.¥
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What doesn’t belong?

Which word doesn't
sound like the others—
button, bean, noodle, or bow? If your
youngster said noodle, she’s paying atten-
tion to beginning sounds (noodle is the
only word that doesn't begin with the b
sound). Play this game to help her
practice hearing sounds in words.
Let your child fill a box
with three objects having
the same beginning sound
(rattle, raisins, remote) and
one that starts with a differ-
ent sound (bottle}.

Then, you pick the item that doesn't
belong in the box (bottle). Or you might
deliberately make a mistake (raitle). Can
your youngster correct you? Now you
refill the box, and have her figure out
which of your objects doesn’t belong.

Variations: Choose
itemns that share
an ending sound

(like -en as

in mitten) or

vowel sound

(perhaps short

aasin cap).¥



Re

NIERMEDIATE £o17;6,,
elinziConnection

Working Together for Learning Success

B Boys of Steel: The
Creators of Superman
(Marc Tyler Nobleman)

In 1934, high schoolers Jerry and Joe
combined their writing and drawing
skills to create the celebrated
superhero Superman.
This comic-style book
tells the true story of how
the duo convinced publish-
ers to take a chance on Superman and
how the character became a house-
hold name.

B Me, Frida, and the Secret of the
Peacock Ring (Angela Cervantes)
Paloma doesn’t realize that her love
of mystery books is going to come in
v\1, handyduringavisit to

*' Mexico. Siblings Gael

2 and Lizzie are supposed

(.}/ to tutor her in Spanish,

but instead they invite her on a search

for the missing ring of fained Mexican
artist Frida Kahlo.

B Science Experiments You Can Eat
(Vicki Cobb)

Young scientists will enjoy testing
these edible experiments in the
kitchen. Make rock candy to explore
crystals, whip up salad dressing to
see how liquids are suspended in oil,
and more. Includes a glossary of
science terms,

@ Sled Dog School (Terry Lynn
Johnson)

To bring up his
math grade,
Matt takes on
an extra-credit
project to start a business. The one
thing he’s really good at: training sled
dogs. Follow along as Matt learns to
handle customers and track his
expenses while juggling his day-to-
day school responsibilities.
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Keep reading aloud

When your youngster listens
to you read, good things happen.
He uses his imagination, adds
words to his vocabulary, and
boosts his comprehension.

Plus, even though he
probably reads on his
own now, reading
aloud can help your
child develop a love of
books that will last a life-
time. Try these ideas.

DTN

Choose books together

Novels, short stories, and non
fiction books all make good read-alouds.
Spark your youngster’s interest in listen-
ing by having him help you decide what
to read. Look at lists of award-winning
books at your library or online. Or ask
his teacher, a librarian, or a bookseller
for recommendations.

Find time daily

Try to read to your child a little every
day. When you're reading a long book, a
few pages a day can help him remember
what’s happening. Tip: If he has reading
to do for class, you might suggest that

Be a fact finder

he finish it first and then play outside or
have a snack before he settles down to
enjoy a read-aloud.

Include the family

Invite everyone to listen when you
read to your youngster. Create a relaxed
atmosphere by stopping to laugh at funny
parts or asking for opinions about a char-
acter’s decision. At the end of story time,
build excitement for the next installment
by letting each family member predict
what will happen. [fJ

ber asks for the next fact.

Use trivia as a fun way to get the whole family learn-
ing together. Gather almanacs, record books, or trivia
books from the library, and do these activities:

@ Let your youngster pose a fact-based challenge.
{“Find a fact about outer space.”) Everyone searches
the books, and the first person to find a fact that fits
reads it aloud. (“All planets rotate counterclockwise
except Venus and Uranus.”) Then, that family mem-

@ Play a board game with a twist: To move, answer a
question from another player based on a fact from a book. Example: “What was
Thomas Edison’s middle name?” (Alva) The first player to circle the board wins. i}
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Organize before writing

Help your youngster set herself up
for writing success! She can turn in
better reports and essays by organiz-
ing ideas and infonmnation before @
she starts writing. Encourage her
to use this three-step method.

1. Get focused. The first step
is pinpointing the main idea of
her paper. If your child’s teacher
assigns a report on the Under-
ground Railroad, her main idea
could be “The Underground Railroad writes her paper, she should
was a secret network that helped some enslaved read over the note cards in each
people escape to freedom.” category. She can set aside any that don't support her main idea
and rearrange those that belong with a different subtopic. Now,
she’s ready to write.

2. Choose subtopics. As your
youngster does research, sug-
gest that she write each fact
on a separate index card.
Then, she can sort the cards
into subtopics (“Leaders,”
“Routes,” “Opposition™).
She might label an enve-
lope for each category and
store the cards in the appro-
priate one.

3. Review notes. Before she
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Write a
“list poem”

Your child can learn to describe a
topic thoroughly by writing a list poem.
It's just what it sounds like: a list of
words and phrases that go together to
make a poem.

First, have your youngster pick a
person, place, or thing and write a title
for his poem (“My Best Friend,” “The
Roller Skating Rink,” “A Rainy Day").

Next, he can list words and phrases
underneath. Encourage him to pick a
variety of vivid vocabulary words, such
as action words or words that describe
colars and senses. Finally, he might
wrap up his poern by repeating the title
as the last line. Here’s an example:

new way to share my love of theater—

and reading—with my daughter Eva.
My neighbor gave our family tick-

ets to her son's high school play. After

the performance, Eva surprised me

by asking to read the book the play

was based on. We borrowed a copy

from our neighbor, and by the dend gf

had both finished reading it.
theN“cr::l;‘k\Z:p an eye out for plays inspired by books, either. at the high.sc:hool
or at our community theater. Sometimes we read the book first. Other times, we
irst. Then we compare the two versions.
see\;&er‘e)}:?rrufly saw Alice$ AdverFtu res in Wonderland, and next we have tickets for
The Jungle Book. Eva has already finished reading both books! i)

A Rainy Day :

Drips, drops, sprinkles ﬁ Q & A Ready for testlng

Gray sk e . . .

Dar{z o 3’[ ds & QM)' oI e reading-comprehension questions when
Lightning flashes tests coming up. How can I help him pre-  he has history assignments.

Thunder booms pave for the reading sections? For instance, suggest that he start by

. _ . reading the questions in a handout or a
QSFart bY_ asking him what kinds _0[ textbook chapter—and then read the
questions will be on the test. He can find  relevant passages. This will tell him what

Clouds burst open
A rainy day. )

out from his teacher or look at sample information to look for, and he'll be
N EEEEEEEE exams given out in class or posted ready to try this technique on test day.
To provide busy parents with practical ways online. Then, he can use homework Note: Make sure
to promote their childrens reading, writing, assignments as practice. :
and language skills. l?the exam “Ell be timed A Chl-ld glets 2
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a division of CCH Incorporated your child could time and a healthy
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wwwrfeonline.com an English essay. Or he his test (and
ISSN 1540-5583 might use strategies for every day). )
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